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situation was suddenly jeopardised by the Pope's
dangerous illness, and Wolsey again showed signs
of aspiring to the Holy See, the accomplishment
of which would have established him in power
and have put him for ever beyond the reach of
Anne's fast-growing influence. Clement, how-
ever, recovered, and the interminable proceedings
dragged on once more at an exasperatingly slow
pace.

At last, on June 21, 1529, the court sat at
Blackfriars. Catherine's presence was, of course,
demanded ; and she appeared. She protested
her faithfulness to Henry, who was present; the
fact that her first marriage had never been con-
summated, and that the second was the result of
a dispensation from the Pope. Henry had
formally warned the Cardinal that he desired a
brief termination to this court's proceedings, but
Wolsey was helpless before the Queen's obstinacy
and the restrictions of the Pope. The wretched
Catherine, worn out with constant persecution,
fell white and weeping before the King and begged
him to have mercy, but Henry pleaded the duty of
his conscience. In the end Catherine appealed to
the Pope, the only court at which she could even
dimly hope for impartiality ; but the Legates
endeavoured to overrule her appeal.

The court now extended its sittings over five
weeks, and Catherine, with no adviser, behaved,
as though by instinct, with extraordinary con-
sistency and good sense. She refused to appear